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High School Tier Designations and Their 
Definitions 

 

Why does BEAM sort schools in to tiers? It’s important that when looking at high 
schools, you aim to attend a school that will prepare you for college. When looking at college 
readiness, focus on:  

• How many students are graduating on time (in 4 years)? 
• What percentage of students are graduating with test scores high enough to enroll at 

CUNY without remedial help? (That means, going straight to college coursework 
without having to repeat high school material.) 

• Is Calculus offered?  
There are other factors you might consider when searching for a college prep high school, 
but to keep it simple you only need to evaluate these things! 

BEAM has analyzed the data for hundreds of schools, and we took our favorites and labeled 
them: “Tier 1”, “Tier 2” or “Trusted.”  

Tier 1: Students at a Tier 1 school have access to Calculus and are very likely to graduate 
completely ready for college. If a school passes the BEAM test for all three questions above, 
we call it a Tier 1 school.  

Tier 2: Tier 2 schools are not as strong as Tier 1 (either because they lack Calculus or 
because they have lower data) but they do offer a curriculum that generally prepares 
students for college.   

Trusted Schools: Trusted schools are not as strong as either Tier 1 or Tier 2 schools, but 
they provide an educational environment strong enough to be considered trusted by BEAM 
standards.  
 

Citywide, out of 500+ high schools, only 26 are considered Tier 1 by BEAM, 
with 14 considered Tier 2, and 26 considered Trusted. 

 

High Schools labeled with a Gold star are “BEAM Gold Star Schools.” This is a 
special designation and stamp of approval. This means that we trust the school 
very much and our students have had great experiences there.    
Right-fit Schools: You do also need to consider your own fit with schools. For you, a Tier 
2 school might be the best fit! Speak with a trusted adult about what “right-fit” might mean 
for you.  

The High School process is a maze, and taking these designations in to 
consideration can help make the maze more navigable. 


