
High School Information Session



Admissions Calendar
• October 20 & 21 – Specialized High School 

Admissions Test (for most students)
• December 3, 2018 – Round 1 applications due
• March – students find out school matches.  

Three cases:
1. You get into 1 school.
2. You get into 2 schools and have to decide; this 

would be one specialized and one Round 1.
3. You get into 0 schools.  This happens to 10% of 

students and forces you into Round 2. 



What will a good high school offer?

• Students and parents, what do you think? 
What are the signs of a good high school?

• It can be hard to tell, but here are some 
things to look for:



Calculus & Advanced Courses

Serious Students

Supportive Environment

Pathway to Good Colleges

What will a good high school offer?



Schools Vary



Know your vocabulary!

• STEM = science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics

• Humanities, includes fields like English and 
social studies

• “Liberal arts” schools do both STEM and 
humanities well

• Arts schools will require you to work with an 
adult to prepare your audition



Know your vocabulary!

• Specialized 
school 
(Stuy, Bronx 
Science, 
Brooklyn 
Tech, 
HSMSE, …)



Know your vocabulary!

• Round 1 
school 
(Beacon, 
BHSEC, 
NEST+m, 
Manhattan 
Center, 
Manhattan
/Hunter, 
Midwood)



Know your vocabulary!

• “Screened” schools look at your 
transcript.
• “Ed. Opt.” schools select 50% of 

students based on a lottery and the 
other 50% of students based on a 
ranking they give for each applicant. 
Every school ranks students differently.
• “Open” schools select students 

completely based on a lottery.



Which student are you?
• Student T loves tests!  You’re a speedy 

thinker who thrives under pressure.
• You should apply to specialized schools.  You 

might also apply to Bard High School Early 
College.  



Which student are you?
• Student S has a great transcript.  You have 

good grades & attendance. You might also 
have great scores on the state test. 

• You should apply to screened schools which 
see your transcript and will be impressed. 
This might include Beacon, BHSEC, Midwood, 
Manhattan/Hunter, Manhattan Center…



Which student are you?
• Student FS (fresh start) has a rocky 

transcript.  You might have missed too 
many days last year. Maybe your 
grades don’t reflect your full potential.

• Some of the schools you should apply 
to are Educational Option schools
which will give you a fresh start. You 
might consider the Academy of 
Finance & Enterprise, Bronx Center, 
PTECH, A. Phillip Randolph (screened 
STEM programs) or the Academy for 
Software Engineering. 



Which student are you?
• Student E loves extracurriculars!  You have 

an important interest and you want to go to a 
high school that will cultivate that.

• BEAM will help you research schools that 
work!  For example, we helped past students 
find:
– A school that offers lacrosse: Midwood HS
– Arts schools with great math departments: 

LaGuardia, Fordham HS for the Arts



What will a good high school offer?
• Use the High 

School Directory 
to do your 
research. 

• Don’t trust school 
names!



What will a good high school offer?

• Advanced 
math 
classes, 
especially 
Calculus



What will a good high school offer?

• Clubs/activities



What will a good high school offer?

• Graduation: Look for numbers 80% or higher.
• College & career: Look for numbers 70% or higher. 
• The rest of the numbers should be as high as 

possible! 



What will a good high school offer?
• When applying, remember to look for:
– Overall strength of school
– Quality of classes
– Quality of clubs
– Amount of support school provides
– Location and commute

• Ask questions and find out if the school has what 
you need.



Application Advice

• Apply to schools where you are toward the 
top of that list.

• Know what a school prioritizes. 



Application Advice

• Some schools will only 
take students from their 
district. This will be listed 
in Admissions Priorities. 

• Know your district!



Application Advice
• Rank schools in the order you want to go to 

them.  
– Seriously. 
– Schools cannot see where you ranked them. 

• Go to Open Houses:
– See if you like the school!
– Ask questions and test out the atmosphere. 



Application Advice
• Nothing is optional!
• For Screened schools, you might need to:
– Take a test
– Write an essay (writing sample)
– Submit a portfolio
– Interview

• Get help on these – ask a trusted adult. 



Application Advice
• Screened schools will usually look at the 

following information:
– Final grades in math, science, ELA, and social 

studies (7th grade)
– 7th grade state test scores
– 7th grade absences and/or latenesses

• You need to know this information!
• Also: if you have more than 10 absences and/or 

latenesses, that may be a problem.  You will 
need to write a letter explaining why. 



Application Advice
• Unless you talk to someone in their High School Admissions 

Office, only apply to schools where you DO meet the 
selection criteria.

• But, you can advocate for yourself.  Some schools will listen.



Application Advice

• Be aware that some schools reserve seats 
for students who have the following status:
– English Language Learners (ELLs)
– Students with an Individualized Educational Plan 

(IEP)



I have to find 12 schools?!

• Yes, the Round 1 form has space for 12 
(non-specialized) schools.

• It is better to get in to a Round 1 school 
(even LOW on your list) than to have no 
school and be stuck in Round 2. 

• Remember that some schools may count 
twice, like the Manhattan and Queens 
campuses of BHSEC or the multiple 
programs at Midwood. 



I have to find 12 schools?!



I have to find 12 schools?!
• Want to find more schools? Here are some 

ways to do so:
– Read through the HS Guidebook.
– Go to the Borough High School Fairs on September 

22 & 23 or October 13 & 14. 
• Going to a fair?
– When you go to fairs, say hi, shake hands, and sign 

in with your middle school name and OSIS (student 
ID) number.  You need to know this. 



I have to find 12 schools?!

• Unfortunately, some of you have more 
options than others.  

• That’s okay.  We still think you can find 
appropriate high schools.



Other Options
• You might also consider private schools or boarding 

schools. 
• Both have complicated processes. Here is a sample 

process: [All of this will be finished by Dec. or Jan.]
– Apply in November or December; pay application fee
– Take the SSAT or ISEE exam in December
– Submit financial aid forms in December or January
– Ask your current school to complete school report
– Have English and math teachers write recommendations
– Complete an interview

• Please note – most private schools in New York City will 
require you to make a choice before you get the results of 
the Round 1 application (you might be able to ask for an 
extension). Boarding schools will allow you more time.



Now what?

• Decide what a high school MUST have to be 
right for you. 

• Schedule tests, interviews, etc. now.
• Use the HS Guidebook to research schools. 
• www.insideschools.org is another great 

resource.
• If you’re really curious about a school, you 

might want to attend Open Houses. 

http://www.insideschools.org


Now what?

• Above all, be honest with yourself in the 
process.

• Do apply to reach schools, but don’t only
apply to reach schools.

• The process is highly competitive so you 
can’t count on luck to get in to a good 
school.



High School Admissions Trivia:
True/False/Maybe

1. I should list 12 programs on my HS application.
2. I can apply to high schools outside my district. 
3. I should list Specialized Schools such as Bronx Science 

or Brooklyn Tech on my Round 1 form in order to 
increase my chances of getting in. 

4. If a HS has multiple programs, I can list more than one 
of them on my application. 

5. I can get offers for more than one school on my Round 1 
form.

6. Schools can see how I ranked them, and will therefore 
use that information in their decision making. 

7. Some students are matched with zero high schools. 
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