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Application Timing

 Early Action

Get decision by mid-December

No commitment to go

 Early Decision

Get decision by mid-December

Must go and withdraw application from other 
schools

ONLY DO if you’re sure you want to go and 
will get enough financial aid

 If you don’t get in, deferred to regular action.



Why consider applying early?

Know earlier if you got in

Can save work, stress, application fees

 Shows extra interest in the school

Considered twice for admission



Recommendation 

Letters



What are recommendation letters?

A teacher, guidance counselor, or other 

adult writes a letter about how they know 

you and who you are as a person.

Helps the colleges get to know you better.

Usually confidential.



Different kinds of recommendation 

letters

Guidance counselor

Teachers

Outside people

BEAM!



How do you ask for one?

 Pick someone who knows you well and likes 
you.

ASK EARLY!

Ask politely, before adding them in the 
system.  Ask what e-mail address you should 
put in the Common App.

 In writing or by e-mail, provide the 
recommender with a summary of your goals 
and accomplishments.  Remember how 
many people your recommender meets…



FERPA



What happens next?

 The Common App sends them an e-mail.

 They can fill it out.

You should make sure it gets done, and 

politely remind if a deadline is coming up.

Warning: if your school uses Naviance, this 

might be different.

Give them a nice thank-you!



Advocate for yourself!

 If a school allows for optional 

recommendations, is there someone who 

knows you well and has a unique voice?

Use the “Additional Information” section if 

useful.

Write very nice e-mails and phone 

communications with colleges.

We can help!



Questions?


