
SAT SUBJECT TESTS



WHAT ARE THEY?

• One-hour multiple choice tests.

• Give you the opportunity to share knowledge you 
gained in high school that goes beyond the 
standard SAT material.

• Scores range is 200--800.



SUBJECT TESTS TOPICS

• Literature

• US History

• World History

• Math

• Level 1

• Level 2

• Biology

• Ecology

• Molecular Biology

• Chemistry

• Physics

• Spanish

• German

• French

• Modern Hebrew

• Latin

• Japanese

• Chinese

• Italian

• Korean



WHAT DO COLLEGES REQUIRE?

• Varies a lot, definitely look this up for every college you are 
interested in.

• Some colleges don’t require any. Others require 1 or 2.

• (Some recommend 3 but very very few.)

• Some schools require that you take a specific topic.

• For example, some technical schools require the Math Level 2 and a science one.



WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW ABOUT REGISTRATION?

• Register just like you do for the SAT, on the College Board website.

• If you need a fee waiver, this works the same as for the SAT: you 
need to talk to your school counselor and they can give you one.

• Not all subjects are offered on all test days, so check carefully 
before signing up!

• Can take up to 3 on the same day. Make sure you sign up for the 
actual number you want cause you can’t change this later!



WHICH TESTS SHOULD I TAKE?

• If you’re taking an advanced course in something, it makes sense 
to take the subject test in that topic when you’ve just finished and 
the material is fresh in your head.
• For example, if you are taking AP Chemistry, you might want to take the SAT Chemistry Subject Test 

this spring. 

• Sometimes an SAT Subject Test can take the place of the Regents.



SCORE REPORTS SENT RIGHT AWAY

• When you register, you can list 4 colleges to get your score report 
for free.

• Cannot change these more than 9 days after you take the test or 
after you view your scores.

• This will automatically send those colleges all the scores for every 
SAT (both Standard and Subject) that you take.

• This is a good option to use for likely schools.



SCORE REPORTS SENT LATER

• You can order additional score reports to send to other colleges 
later too.

• If you have an SAT fee waiver, you should get 4 of these 
automatically on your College Board account.
• Otherwise they cost $12/score report sent.

• For these score reports, you can choose whether you want to send 
all scores or not.
• However, some colleges require that you submit all your scores, so check that first.



SUBJECT SPECIFIC: MATH

• Bring a graphing calculator.

• If you don’t have one, you can probably borrow one from BEAM, but talk to us long 
before so we can make sure we get it to you.

• You probably want to take Level 2.

• Level 1 covers Algebra 2 and Geometry, plus a little number sense and 
statistics.

• Level 2 covers everything in Level 1, plus some trigonometry and pre-
calculus.



SUBJECT SPECIFIC THINGS TO NOTE

• None of the subjects other than math allow a calculator.

• Biology has two versions: Ecology and Molecular.

• Note that the language exams are also being taken by native 
speakers, so that means it is harder to do well in those if you are 
not.

• Of course, this means if you’re a native speaker in one of these languages AND you have 
formal education in that language, you might want to take that subject!



Score reports from SAT 
registration

Score reports from SAT 
Subject Test registration

Score reports sent later

4 per registration 4 per registration 4 for free if you have a fee 
waiver, $12/report after 
that

Sent before you see your 
scores

Sent before you see your 
scores

Sent after you see your 
scores

Automatically sends all SAT 
scores so far

Automatically sends all SAT 
scores so far

Allows you to choose 
which scores to send

Best for likely schools that 
don’t require subject tests 
and don’t require all your 
tests

Best for likely schools that 
require subject tests

Best for reach schools

Assuming you take the SAT before the SAT subject 
tests, here is a summary of how score reports work:


