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SPMPS Runs at Two Sites
This summer, SPMPS opened a second 
site so that twice as many students 
could experience the program.  One 
site was at Bard College, just like we’ve 
always been.  The other site was at Siena 
College, which is near Albany, NY.  Both 
sites went great, and SPMPS is going to 
keep having two sites next year!

The site at Bard did have a fire in the 
dorm (it happened in the bathroom 
while someone was showering!).  The 
fire was put out by the sprinkler system 

and everyone was fine, but we had to 
move to new dorms in the middle of 
the program.  Boys and girls had to be 
in separate dorms and we didn’t have a 
big common room any more, but ev-
eryone rallied together and made an 
amazing summer happen.

Now that the summer is over, we’re 
organizing lots of events and prepar-
ing for a great year helping everyone 
get into summer programs and high 
schools!

SPMPS 2014 at Siena College.  Photo by Lynn Cartwright-Punnett.

Quick
Updates

Weekly Office Hours: We now 
offer office hours every week!  
Come in to go over homework 
(math or non-math), finish ap-
plications to summer programs 
or high schools, study for the 
SHSATs or SATs, look at college 
guidebooks, borrow a book, or 
just to hang out!  1150 6th Ave., 
6th floor.

Yale Splash (Nov. 8): Watch your 
mail for an invitation to Yale 
Splash, a weekend where all 
alumni are invited to Yale Univer-
sity.  You can choose from hun-
dreds of classes on lots of dif-
ferent topics, all taught by Yale 
students.  We also get dinner 
and a tour.  Make sure to register 
quickly once you hear about it!

(MS)2: This program at Phillips 
Academy Andover gives you 
three years of free, excellent 
summers.  You must apply in 9th 
grade.  Deadline is in November.  
Talk to us to apply!

SPMPS 2014 at Bard College.  Photo by Ana Portnoy.



A Trip to CTY
Part of the Alumni Experiences series, 
where we tell you about alumni experi-
ences at different programs and schools. 

Crisleidy Tejada (SPMPS Bard ‘13) 
spent last summer taking Discrete 
Math at the Center for Talented Youth 
(CTY). SPMPS interviewed her about 
the experience.

CTY lasts for three weeks, and each 
student focuses on one class for all 
three weeks. Crisleidy's class studied 
logic, graph theory, and combinator-
ics—all of which you might have seen at 
SPMPS. "You get [to learn] new things," 
said Crisleidy. It was "on another level."

One of Crisleidy's favorite topics was 
Pascal's triangle. "You can see so many 
patterns in it, that's the first thing, and 
then after that... it helps you with [bi-
nomial coefficients], and that's pretty 
cool." Crisleidy adds that she "learned 
about it when I read The Number Devil, 
but I just didn't remember it." (SPMPS 
has The Number Devil in our library at 
office hours, and you can borrow it.)

What about fun? "You actually have a 
lot of fun with people," said Crisleidy. 
"You get to know them for three weeks 
and you have funny moments in class, 
especially if your teacher is really good."

And activities? "The dances were so 
fun!" said Crisleidy. She also enjoyed 
the dance decoration activity, where 
students decided on a theme for each 
dance and bought decorations and 
props. The last dance was themed 
around The Great Gatsby. "There was 
a lot of glitter, and we had a headdress 
with feathers on it, and feather boas."

"I didn't really expect so many people. 
I knew there were going to be a lot, but 
not as many as there were. I didn't ex-
pect that it was going to be such a di-
verse group of people, like people that 
lived in other countries who actually 
came here for CTY." One friend was In-
dian, but living in West Africa. When 

it was her teacher's birthday, the class 
sang happy birthday to her—in eight 
different languages!

Crisleidy said that most "people are re-
ally nice," but there are some who who 
can be mean or arrogant and that made 
her first few days tough.  You can't let it 
get to you, though.

Crisleidy's advice? Take a good blan-
ket. Bring slippers for the shower. Don't 
overdo it with clothes, but bring some-
thing fancy because you might want 
it for the dances. "Bring some snacks 
just in case. Bring some games, not like 
Playstation or stuff, but card games or 
maybe a board game that won't take up 
too much space, because you have free 
time on Saturday mornings and some-
times you have nothing to do."

"When I first went I was really nervous," 
said Crisleidy. "Just give it a chance. It's 
only three weeks and it goes by really 
fast, and you have fun... you don't want 
to live your life with that thing where `I 
could have gone, I could have had fun, 
but I didn't.'"

SPMPS will be having an event for 8th 
graders to learn about the program 
and study for the admissions test.  Like 
many other programs, it's important to 
apply quickly because they fill up.

Crisleidy at CTY in Haverford, PA.  
Photo by Lynn Cartwright-Punnett.

Dan's Challenge 
Problem

Each month, Dan issues a chal-
lenge problem to all alumni.  
Send in a correct solution and 
get it printed in the newsletter!

This month's challenge: Find 
the sum of all four-digit numbers 
which consist of the digits 1, 2, 
3, 4 in some order, each digit ap-
pearing once.  For example, two 
of these numbers are 1234 and 
4213.

Your solution should explain how 
you found the answer.  It's much 
nicer than just adding all the 
numbers directly!

How to submit: Send your answer 
to spmps@artofproblemsolving.
org, or mail to to:
SPMPS
PO Box 4499
New York, NY 10163

Are you getting our mail? If you 
aren't getting our e-mails or post-
al mail, then you're missing out 
on important opportunities and 
reunions!  E-mail spmps@artof-
problemsolving.org or call (888) 
264-2793 if your e-mail, phone, 
or postal address has changed.

Cool math video: How high can 
humans build?

youtu.be/GJ4Qp2xeRds


